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The Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
A 50-Year History with a Future 

 

Ɇ1960s-70s  Visible decline in Bay resources 

Ɇ1967   Chesapeake Bay Foundation established 

Ɇ1976-1982  EPA conducts 5-year Bay study  

Ɇ1980   Chesapeake Bay Commission established 

Ɇ1983   First Bay Agreement - Bay Program created 

Ɇ1987   Second Bay Agreement ɀ WQ Goals  

Ɇ1987  Bay Program authorized in Section 117  CWA 

Ɇ1992   Amendments to Agreement ɀ Trib Strategies & air 

Ɇ2000   Third Bay Agreement (C2K) ɀ Precursor to TMDL 

Ɇ2008    Water Quality Impairments Acknowledged 

Ɇ2010    Chesapeake Bay TMDL established 

Ɇ2014  Fourth Bay Agreement?  

Ɇ2017  60% of TMDL implemented 

Ɇ2025   TMDL practices fully  implemented 

4 years 

5 years 

14 years 

8 years 
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July ɀAugust 2013 
 Stakeholder Comment on Abridged Agreement 
September 2013 
 PSC considered revised Agreement 
November 2013 
 PSC finalized revisions for public comment 
December 12, 2013 
 Executive Council Meeting to consider draft Agreement 
January 29 ɀ March 15, 2014 
 45-day Public Comment Period 
March 15 ɀ late April 2014 
 Comments incorporated 
May 2014 
 Final Agreement signed at Executive Council meeting 



VIn     Out  
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Supermajority:  7/9 



�ƒ Importance of Chesapeake Bay 

�ƒ History of Bay Program 

�ƒ Challenges (e.g. population, changing 
environmental conditions) 

�ƒ Role of local governments and other partners 

�ƒ Verification and Transparency 

�ƒ Expansion to include headwater states 

�ƒ Cost-effectiveness 
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