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A Brief History of the Nanticoke River ð 
Native Americans  

  Å10th C: evidence of fishing, 

farming, and hunting  

 

ÅEarly 17th C: estimate of 1,000 

acres in agriculture when 

Captain John Smith explored 

 

ÅMid 17th C: Nanticoke Indians 

on 3 reservations  

 

ÅEarly 18th C: most north and 

west establishing a small 

community on Indian River, De 



ÅWent up Nanticoke River in 

1608 and spent 2 days in the 

river 

ïFishing Bay then Nanticoke 

up to Broad Creek  

ÅEstimated 850 inhabitants but 

considered low 

ÅAfter meeting initial hostility 

able to conduct trade  

A Brief History of the Nanticoke River ð 
Captain John Smith  

  



A Brief History of the Nanticoke 
River 

Agriculture and Shipbuilding  
ÅLand patents began in 1660ôs ï 

primarily tobacco fields 

ÅVienna was the hub of trade by 

mid 1700ôs  with official customs 

collecting port 

ÅSharptown, Vienna, and Bethel 

were shipbuilding hubs until early 

20th C forests were cleared  

ÅBritish attacked Vienna during the 

War of 1812 because it was 

considered a major port 



River Characteristics  
ÅLength: 88.5 miles 

ÅChannel Depth: Dredged to 

12 ft to Seaford, De  

ÅTotal Elevation: 19.8 ft 

ÅTidal to Laurel, De 

ÅWatershed: 725,000 acres, 

including Fishing Bay 

ÅSpans 2 States and 5 

Counties (Kent and Sussex 

De; Caroline, Dorchester, & 

Wicomico Md) 

ÅPopulation: 60,000 est.  

 

 

 



Land Use and Land Cover 
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Extensive Green Infrastructure  
 

Approximately 20% of Watershed is protected 

Blackwater Wildlife Refuge: 27,000 acres 

State and Local Parks: 32,000 acres 

Nanticoke (MD) Tourism related Sales Tax = $80M 

 



Extensive Green Infrastructure  



Challenge: Sea-level Rise Will Redraw 
Maps 

Global Warming in the Free State 


