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A Brief History of the Nanticoke River 0

NEYE Amerlcans

A 10t C: evidence of fishing,
farming, and hunting

A Early 17 C: estimate of 1,000 - “=
acres in agriculture when i
Captain John Smith explored

A Mid 17t C: Nanticoke Indians
on 3 reservations

A Early 18t C: most north and
west establishing a small
community on Indian River, De




A Brief History of the Nanticoke Rlver 0
Captain John Smith

A Went up Nanticoke River in
1608 and spent 2 days in the
river

I Fishing Bay then Nanticoke
up to Broad Creek

A Estimated 850 inhabitants but
considered low

A After meeting initial hostility
able to conduct trade
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A Sharptown, Vienna, and Bethel
were shipbuilding hubs until early
20t C forests were cleared

A British attacked Vienna during the
War of 1812 because it was
considered a major port




River Characteristics

A Length: 88.5 miles

QA Channel Depth: Dredged to
8 12 ft to Seaford, De

JA Total Elevation: 19.8 ft

A Tidal to Laurel, De

A Watershed: 725,000 acres,
Including Fishing Bay

A Spans 2 States and 5
Counties (Kent and Sussex

De:; Caroline, Dorchester, &
Wicomico Md)

A Population: 60,000 est.




Land Use and Land Cover

Wetlands Developed
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Water
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Extensive Green Infrastructure

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK COMPONENTS

LINKTO
OTHER HUBS

Sovron: Maryend Desertment of Natursl Resousoes.
Tre Conservation Fund




Challenge: Sea-level Rise Will Redraw
Maps



