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What is the CHESAPEAKE BAY 

COMMISSION ?  
 

VTri -State Legislative Commission (since 1980) 
Á Maryland  

Á Pennsylvania 

Á Virginia  

 

VFocused on legislative coordination and policy 

 analysis:  Federal, State and Bay Program 

 

VCongressional Liaison 
 

V21 Members from PA, VA and MD  
Á 15 General Assembly Members 

Á 3 Governors 

Á 3 Citizens 
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Major State Policy Contributions examples 

 
ÁNutrient Management Planning  

ÁPhosphate Detergents and Fertilizers  

ÁLand Conservation  

ÁSediment and Erosion Control  

ÁStormwater Management  

ÁSewage  Facilities Funding  

ÁFarmland Conservation  

ÁGrowth Policy  

ÁCrab and oyster policy  

ÁFisheries management  

ÁLawn Fertilizer  

ÁBiofuels and bioenergy  

and much moreé 



 

} Clean Water Act ð Chesapeake Bay Program reauthorizations  

} Striped Bas Management (1988)  

} Clean Vessels(1991)  

} Non Invasive Species (1996)  

} National Forest Buffer Initiative (1997)  

} Farm Bill (1996 & 2002)  

} Small Watershed Grants  

} Clean Water Action Plan  

} Chesapeake Gateways (1998)  

} Surface Mining (AMD funding) (2006)  

} 2008 Farm Bill  

} Captain John Smith National Historic Water Trail  

} Federal Stormwater Fee payments (2010)  

} Water Resources Development Act  

} Land & Water Conservation Fund  
 



ÁDIVERSE: 3,600 kinds of 
plants and animals 

ÁSHALLOW: 700,000 
acres less than 2 meters  

ÁVAST: Largest, most 
productive estuary at 
64,000 sq. miles 

ÁLOCAL: 50 major 
tributaries; 1,000ôs of 
creeks, streams and 
rivers.  

 


