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Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

All States Not the Same 

ÂVermont is a dairy state 

ÂVermont has about 145,000 cows on 1100 

dairy farms (average 130 cows per farm) 

ÂOver 80% of Vermontôs Agricultural Gross 

Income is from Dairy 

ÂMost Farms grow their own forage 

 



Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

What is the Current Status in 

Vermont 
 

ÂWe have 13 systems that are operational  

Â Eight new systems in development under the SPEED 
Program 

Â Three system upgrades 

Â Several in planning stage 

Â If all come on line we will have 7 megawatts of generating 
capacity 

ÂOur 25xô25 Committee predicted 15 megawatts from 
manure based systems 30 megawatts from crops and 
substrates 



Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

Vermont Methane Pilot Project 

ÂStarted in 1999 with DOE funds  

Â Initially wanted to set up pilot sites 

ÂDecision to step back and determine why 

the systems from the 1970s and 80s did 

not catch on (and why 80%+ failure rate) 



Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

Program Mission 

ÂIdentify, and help overcome, 

the strategic hurdles to 

widespread adoption of 

agricultural methane recovery 

and use technologies 


