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Introduction

For the past eight years Vermont has been investigating and developing anaerobic digestion
systems. Vermont is confident enough in the potential of anaerobic digestion and other
renewable energy sources that both the legislative and administrative levels of Vermont state
government have committed to the goals of the national 25 X "25 program. That is, achieve 25%
of the nations energy supply from agriculture and forestry based renewable energy sources by
2025. The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets is committed to identify, and help
develop, technologies that will integrate all of the nutrient management activities on the farm
while addressing the environmental issues, and making manure into an income generator for the
farm. Our goal is to make the manure handling activities revenue neutral, or better yet, positive
to the overall farm operation. This presentation is about a specific part of the Agency’s strategy:
the role of anaerobic digesters on farms in Vermont.

In 1999, with the help of Senator James Jeffords who secured the funding, the Vermont Public
Service Department, and the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets embarked on a
joint venture to look at why anaerobic digesters were not in widespread use. The initial
movement was toward building a few demonstration sites, but it quickly shifted to a more
strategic approach. What were the obstacles and questions that needed to be answered before
more systems would, or should, be used? Why did the systems built in the late 1970’s and early
1980’s fail at such a high rate? The mission was: to identify, and help overcome, the strategic
hurdles to widespread adoption of agricultural methane recovery and use technologies.

Initial Work

The first step was to do a literature review to determine the past and current development issues
around farm digesters. We discovered the reasons for many of the failures, but equally important,






